
World Environment Day has passed us by already and with it, came the launch of the 
2008 Natural Resources Report Card.   

This year, the Launch was held at the Stratford Mechanics Hall and included speeches 
from Mr Keith Hamilton, Mr Kevin Love and presentations and displays by the Grade 6 
students from Stratford Primary School. 

The launch went off very smoothly and I would like to thank Keith, Chris Barry and the 
students, teachers and Ms Zonda Lyn (principal) from the Stratford Primary School for all 
their hard work in helping pull the launch together. 

A write up and photos from the day are on pages 2 and 3 so check them out. 

GINRF will be conducting a review of the Report Card later in the year looking at ways 
to improve the production systems used to compile and create the card, so stay tuned 
for details about that.  

Hard copies of the 2008 Report Card will be sent out to members soon and electronic 
versions of the card and companion document are available at www.ginrf.org.au. 

In other news, on the 4th June representatives from many GINRF organisations came 
together to compile GINRFís submission for the Land and Biodiversity Green Paper.  The 
session was well attended with representatives from State and Local Government, 
CMAís and other regional bodies participating, making sure that GINRFís submission will 
have a balanced regional focus. 

If you would like more information about 
the Green Paper Submission, please contact 
Chris Barry. 

If you have any news stories or events you 
would like to feature in this newsletter or 
on the GINRF website, feel free to send the 
details my way. 

Enjoy the read... 
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The sixth annual GINRF Report Card was launched by 
GINRF Chair Mr Keith Hamilton, and Mr Kevin Love, Deputy Secretary, Public Land Stewardship and 
Biodiversity DSE on Thursday 5th June at the Stratford Mechanics Hall. 

Launched to coincide with World Environment Day, the 2008 Report Card presents 18 environmental assets 
covering all of Gippsland ranging from Wonthaggi to Mallacoota.  Each asset is rated individually for both 
environmental condition and stewardship.  These ratings are established by evaluating how well government, 
industry and community are responding to protect and enhance these assets. 

Mr Hamilton explained that ìGippsland is blessed with a rich diversity of natural assets for which the Report 
Card provides a great opportunity to continually monitor our improvements, refinements and our combined 
efforts in protecting and enhancing these invaluable resources.î  

This years Report Card has a major focus on the strength of the partnerships in Gippsland and how these 
beneficial relationships between agencies have lead to both organisational and environmental benefits in the 
face of multiple natural disasters. 

As a result, three assets have experienced an increase in their Stewardship ratings, while three assets heavily 
impacted from recent flood events have had a decrease in their environmental condition rating. 

Grade 6 students from Stratford Primary School also attended the launch speaking about the schools RACV 
Energy Breakthrough Human Powered Vehicle (HPV) project, vegetable gardens, their involvement with 
Water Watch and the propagating of native plants for regeneration projects along the Dargo River. 

The HPV program is designed to allow students, teachers, parents and local industry to work together to 
design and construct a vehicle that will represent an energy breakthrough.  The students work throughout the 
year to design, build and test vehicles and in November, take their vehicle to Maryborough for a celebration 
of their achievements and to demonstrate and trial them in action. 

Mr Hamilton noted that the younger generation is one of the major reasons we need to work hard to protect 
our natural environment. 

ìThese students highlight why we need to protect our natural assets and ensure they are in pristine condition 
for them to enjoy in the future.  The Stratford Primary Schoolís environmental program really shows us what 
young people can achieve and that our natural environmentís future is in good handsî Mr Hamilton said. 

ìDespite the challenges of this last year, Gippsland continues to make further positive progress every 12 
months and I look forward to seeing how as a region, we can improve even further in 2009î Mr Hamilton 
concluded. 

For a hard copy of the 2008 Report Card please contact Adam Miller on adamm@wgcma.vic.gov.au or call 
1300 094 262.   

Electronic copies can be found on the GINRF website: www.ginrf.org.au.  
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