


Water extraction from rivers to support
townships, industry and agriculture affects river
flows and aquatic ecology.

Other catchment pressures, reflected in some of
the indicator condition ratings, include:

activities such as mining, power generation,
pulp mills and agriculture, which can all
contribute sediment inputs to key river
systems

erosion generating sediment and mobilising
nutrients bound to sediment particles into
waterways

floodplain drainage and de-snagging of
waterways.

Weed infestations (e.g. willows) and pest species
(e.g. foxes) can impact upon environmental,
economic and social values.

Future challenges include ongoing fire recovery
efforts, adapting to impacts of climate change,
meeting ongoing energy needs in the face of

a stricter regulatory environment and securing
water supplies for industry, agriculture and
human consumption.

The Latrobe Catchment Ecosystem has high
levels (greater than 75%) of connectivity
between parks and adjacent native
vegetation and low perceived visitor impacts
upon natural values

Native vegetation extent was rated as
‘moderate’, as native vegetation covers 46%
of the Latrobe Catchment Ecosystem, which
is slightly below the average remaining native
vegetation in Victoria (50%). However, native
vegetation condition derived using habitat
hectares on freehold land was rated as in
‘poor’ condition

Representation of endangered, vulnerable
and depleted ecological vegetation classes
was considered to be of a ‘moderate’
condition rating (25% of total catchment
ecosystem area)

Only a small proportion of productive soil
assets are at risk of soil erosion in the
Latrobe Catchment Ecosystem

Wildfire is also likely to be significant threat
to terrestrial asset values in the Latrobe
Catchment Ecosystem. The 2009 bushfires
in the southern area of the Latrobe Valley
was the most extensive wildfire in 20

years, burning 24,224 ha or 5% of the total
catchment ecosystem area.

Top - Riparian revegetation and fencing along a tributary of the
Latrobe River near Willow Grove.
Left - Post-fire Regeneration at Delburn.

River flow condition in the Latrobe CE

Water quality for selected sites

Percentage area of vegetation

Overall attainment of State Environment Protection
Policy (SEPP) objectives for rivers and streams

in the Latrobe Catchment Ecosystem was good,
with 71% of sampling sites meeting the SEPP
criteria. Key parameters of concern included total
phosphorus and turbidity, likely to be exacerbated
by surrounding land use pressures.

Macroinvertebrate condition within the Latrobe
Catchment Ecosystem rivers and streams, was
‘good’, indicated by an overall 73% attainment of
SEPP objectives.

River flows for the period 2007/2008 compared

to historical long term average river flow was also
considered to be indicative of ‘good’ condition,
where the combined river flow for the 6 river/creek
systems in the Latrobe Catchment Ecosystem was
72% of the long-term average.

Forty-nine percent of rivers and streams in the
Latrobe Catchment Ecosystem were assigned an
Index of Stream Condition (ISC) rating of 'very
good’ or ’good’, resulting in an overall ‘moderate’
condition rating. Although this result compares well
to Victorian ISC benchmarks (which demonstrate
that only 21% of major rivers and tributaries are
rated in ‘good’ or ‘excellent’ condition) there is

still likely to be concern in regard to some river
systems. For example, 100% of total reach lengths
in the Morwell River are in ‘moderate’ or ‘poor’
overall condition.

The Latrobe Catchment Ecosystem is a significant
contributor of sediment and nutrient loads to the
Gippsland Lakes where loads tend to increase
significantly following peak rainfall events (such as
recent flood events).

The high proportion of non-native fish species
present in some of the Latrobe Catchment
Ecosystem river systems is indicative of underlying
poor condition. The majority (82%) of the non-
native fish identified in 2006 were caught in the
Latrobe and Tanjil Rivers, as well as in the Tyers
and Traralgon Creeks.
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Catchment Condition Reporting

What is Catchment
Condition Reporting?

Catchment condition reporting presents
an assessment of the condition

of key natural elements within a
catchment and provides an indication
of catchment health. It focuses on
measuring and reporting on long term
changes in biophysical catchment
condition.

Catchment condition reporting involves
the selection of a limited number of
core indicators that demonstrate strong
linkages between catchment pressures
and natural resource condition.
Indicators are a unit of information
measured over time that can be used
to show changes in a specific state or
condition.

Catchment condition reporting can be
used to help understand the condition
of our natural environment, provide a
benchmark of condition to measure
change, analyse trends over time
and assist in environmental decision
making and planning.

Scale of Reporting

The West Gippsland Catchment
Management Authority (WGCMA)
Catchment Condition Report is the
first condition assessment specifically
applicable to the Latrobe and Corner
Inlet Catchment Ecosystems.

Catchment ecosystems represent
sub-catchments that encompass iconic

www.wgcma.vic.gov.au

features of the regional landscape and
acknowledge the connectivity of land
and water assets. There are seven
catchment ecosystems in the WGCMA
region.

The Latrobe and Corner Inlet
Catchment Ecosystems have been
selected for this inaugural Catchment
Condition Report as they represent a
wide cross-section of issues currently
impacting on natural resource asset
values within the WGCMA region.

It is based on the best available data
at the time of report preparation. The
information collated in the development
of the report can also inform the
development of future GINRF report
cards.

Links to the GINRF Report
Card

The Gippsland Integrated Natural
Resources Forum (GINRF) Report
Card which reports on catchment
condition has been in place for several
years. It examines Gippsland as a
whole and encompasses both the East
Gippsland and West Gippsland CMA
regions.

The primary function of the GINRF
Report Card is a communication and
engagement tool. It does not aim to be
a definitive assessment of catchment
condition, reflecting comprehensive
scientific data, but an independent

and informed subjective evaluation of
available information.
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