Sustainable Farming Practices

Victorian Communiqué
August 2008


Distributed by Darren Williams – State Industry & Landcare Coordinator - Victoria

This monthly communiqué is circulated across Victoria’s key farming and agribusiness organisations, Landcare groups and networks and regional NRM bodies with the aim of sharing information pertaining to programs and initiatives that provide leadership and support to foster profitable, competitive, resilient and sustainable primary industry communities. 

Please feel free to distribute or forward on this communiqué amongst your Networks as you see relevant.

Upcoming events and activities:
Drought Seminars

Farmers are encouraged to attend one of a series of Statewide Drought forums being held during August.

The Forums are being conducted to review the social impacts of Drought.

Schedule of Drought Forums are as follows:

 

(Today)             Monday August 4th - 2pm – 5pm at the Shepparton Club                                     

(Tomorrow)       Tuesday August 5th - 10.00am – 1.00pm at the Birchip Leisure Centre       

Monday August 25th - 9.00am – 12noon at the Colac Bowling Club 

Tuesday August 26th - 9.00am – 12noon at the Mildura Settlers Club 
2008 Controlled Traffic Farming – Conference 

The 2008 CTF Conference in to be held in Dubbo - August 12th – 14th 2008 

The conference is an opportunity to learn about the theory and practice of this new farming system, in the company of leading farmers, consultants and scientists.

More detail from the Australian Controlled Traffic Farming Association www.actfa.net
2008 - Grasslands Society of Southern Australia – 49th Annual Conference 

13th, 14th & 15th August 2008 – Bairnsdale – Victoria

For further information visit: www.grasslands.org.au
Grasslands - Young Graziers Summit

As part of the Grasslands Society of Southern Australia 49th Annual Conference, there will be a special session on Wednesday evening open to young people across all grazing industries, farmers, service providers, agricultural students and research/extension staff.

The session will provide information on the latest research, development and extension for grazing industries and give an update on funding priorities for the future.

RSVP by Wednesday 6th August 2008 by calling the GSSA office on 54 803 305 or email office@grasslands.org.au or visit: www.grasslands.org.au
Windows on Wood - Skills, Training, Viability, Working for our Future
Vic Forests takes great pleasure in inviting you to their upcoming Symposium 2008

To be held on 1-2 September 2008 in Melbourne.   
This year's event will feature well-known international forestry advisor Mr Clark Binkley as Keynote Speaker and popular comedian Hung Li who will entertain at the Commencement Dinner on 1 September. 
Enquiries can be directed to Pina or Veronica on  03 9608 9556 or email inquiries to veronica.pendergast@vicforests.com.au
For registrations visit: www.vicforests.com.au
Bioenergy Australia 2008 Conference  - Melbourne 8-10 December 2008
Bioenergy Australia will be holding its next annual conference on 8-9 December 2008, with a technical tour to Bioenergy related destinations planned for 10 December.  This follows on from the very successful 2007 conference, which was attended by over 240 delegates.  The venue for this year’s conference will be the Sebel Albert Park, Melbourne.

Expressions of Interest are sought from potential paper and poster presenters, sponsors and trade exhibitors.  

Please contact Stephen Schuck, Bioenergy Australia Manager, Tel/Fax: (02) 9416 9246  Email: sschuck@bigpond.net.au to express your interest or for further information.

Stipa - Native Grasslands National Conference

Regenerative Grasslands Management for Profitable, Ecological and Social gains.

Stipa Native Grasses Association Inc will be conducting their Sixth Annual National Conference in Horsham, Victoria 9th to 11th November 2008
Horsham Town Hall 

Call for Abstracts - deadline date, 29th August 2008. 

For further information and bookings contact sally.brown@uq.net.au or visit www.stipa.com.au
National Landcare Awards - 2008

The 2008 National Landcare Awards will be held on Thursday the 23rd October at Parliament House in Canberra.

Grants & Funding:

Climate Change Research Program – Expressions of Interest for Funding Sought:

As part of Australia’s Farming Future $46.2 million has been made available to focus funding toward research projects and on farm demonstration pilots.

Expressions of Interest for projects addressing the research priorities of Australia’s Farming Future are invited for funding from the Climate Change Research Program in 2008–09. 

The deadline for Expressions of Interest is 5.00pm, 5th September 2008
For further information call 1800 638 746 or visit www.daff.gov.au/farmingfuturee
FarmReady 

The new FarmReady fund also forms part of the $130 million Australia’s Farming Future.

$26.5 million has been made available to support the FarmReady initiative.

Under the initiative, Primary producers will be able to apply for grants of up to $1,500 each financial year to attend approved training courses, which will help to cover travel, accommodation and childcare costs.

Industry associations and farming and natural resource management groups will be able to apply for grants of up to $80,000 each financial year to help support their members in adapting to climate change with FarmReady having a focus on areas such as whole-farm planning, business and risk management and understanding the implications of climate change.

Further details will be available shortly, but for more information visit www.daff.gov.au/farmingfuturee
Working on Country – Grants:
Working on Country grants are part of the Caring for our Country initiative that builds on Indigenous knowledge for protecting and managing land and sea country. Closing date Monday 11 Aug 2008. Visit  www.nrm.gov.au/funding/woc.html
 

 

Irrigation Modernisation Planning Assistance:
A component of the National Water Plan - Water for the Future's Irrigation Modernisation Planning Assistance provides an opportunity for irrigation water providers in the Murray-Darling Basin to apply for Australian Government funding of up to $500,000 to increase the efficiency of their irrigation distribution systems. Closing date is Friday 8 Aug 2008. Further details can be accessed at www.environment.gov.au/water
 

 

National Rainwater & Grey water initiative:
The Australian Government Water for the Future's National Rainwater & Grey water Initiative is to help people use water wisely in their everyday lives. Further information can be accessed at www.environment.gov.au/water
 

 

Landcare Australia Ltd grants:
Details of grants to groups registered on the landcareonline directory can be accessed at www.landcareonline.com
 

· Australia Post Community Development Grants - closes 19th September 2008

· Dilmah Water Quality Funding - closes 31st October 2008

· Westpac Operation Backyard employee grant program- no closing date applies

· Junior Landcare Grants Program - closes 1st August & 24th October 2008

· VISY Junior Landcare Recycling Grants
· Coles Junior Landcare School Garden Grant 

· Australia Post Junior Landcare Biodiversity Grant

· Melbourne Water Young Watercare Grant

· Special offers - www.landcareonline.com/resource.asp?rcID=15
Caring for ageing in rural Australia small grants program:

Applications open until 12th August. This program from the Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal (FRRR) offers grants from $100 to $10,000 to assist in caring for the aged in rural areas. Not-for-profit organisations can apply for projects and activities that directly benefit the ageing population in their community. Projects that help redress disadvantage caused by remoteness will be well regarded.

For more information visit: FRRR Caring for ageing grant
Professional development and training: 

Victoria-Virginia Landcare Fellowship - Third Round

The Victoria-Virginia Landcare Fellowship was launched in September-October 2007 to mark the twenty-first year of Landcare. The fellowship is open to Victorian Landcare Co-ordinators/Facilitators/Project Officers and provides an opportunity to travel overseas (Virginia U.S.A). The Fellowship aims to support the successful candidate to learn about Landcare elsewhere and to promote and advocate the Victorian and Australian Landcare model. 

Expected study tour dates: March/April 2009

Applications for the third round is now open with the closing date has been extended until the end of August 2008. 

If you are interested in applying, please send email expressing interest and requesting an application form, enquiries to Rob Youl at: rob.youl@landcareaustralia.com.au
Resources:

NFF website 

THE National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) has created a new online facility so Australian farmers can register directly with the peak national body and be kept up-to-date on NFF activity.

Visit: www.nff.org.au
Farmers are reminded that to have a genuine say on what the NFF does, they need to join one of the NFF’s member organisations i.e. Farmers are urged to become a member of their state or commodity organisation – and ensure that organisation is a member of the NFF.
Landcare Marquee’s:

The Australian Government has made available 2 ‘Landcare’ branded marquees that are offered for use for occasions such as field days, celebration events or other planned activities hosted by primary industry/farming and Landcare groups. The Victorian Landcare Network (VLN) manages marquee bookings.

Contact details are:

For Marquee bookings in the Northern part of Victoria contact Karen Brisbane of Goulburn Murray Landcare Network on (03) 58 321 133  

For bookings of the Southern Marquee contact Sarah Van Stokrom of Bass Coast Landcare Network on mob: 0417 392 745 
Note:

The next Communiqué distribution will occur in the 1st week of September, If you or your organisation has a State-wide event/activity to promote, please contact me in the last week of August for it’s inclusion. 

With Regards,

Darren Williams

Sustainable Farm Practices Facilitator - Victoria

Australian Government - Caring for our Country

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

Land and Coasts 

Office: 162 McLeod St Bairnsdale-Vic

Mail:     C/O Po Box 1354 Bairnsdale, Vic 3875

Mob:    0428 330 122

Ph/F:    (03) 51 526 133

Email:   williams.darren@bigpond.com
Disclaimer:

At the time of distribution, every attempt has been made by the Victorian Sustainable Farm Practices Facilitator to ensure the accuracy of information contained within this Communiqué. 

Readers are encouraged to either follow the web links and or make personal enquiries to the contact details provided to obtain direct information pertaining to each of the listed topics. 
